PREFACE.
Z eSS H E Chapter which is here put be-

SA fore the reader can be well consid-

o cred as a separate piece of work,
g although it contains here & there
{JW references towhat has gone before

#d in The Stones of Venice. To my
mind, and I believe to some others, it is one of the
most important things written by the author, &
in futuredays will beconsidered asoneof the very
fewnecessaryandinevitable utterances of thecen.
tury. € To some of us when we first read it, now
many years ago, it seemed topoint outanew road
on which the world should travel. And in spite of
all the disappointments of forty years, and al.
though some of us, John Ruskinamongstothers,
have since learned what the equipment for that
journey must be, and how many things must be
changed before we are equipped, yet we can still
see no other way out of the folly and degradation
of Civilization. (€ For the lesson which Ruskin
hereteachesusisthatartistheexpressionofman’s
pleasure in labour; that it is possible for man to
rejoice in his work, for, strange as it may seem to
us to.day, there have been times when he did re-
joice in it; and lastly, that unlessman’s work once
again becomes a pleasure to him, the token of
which change will be that beauty is once again a

natural and necessary accompanimentof produc-
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